MAY 2008

THE DESCENT OF THE DOVE: The season of Easter, which lasts for 50 days, ends with the
celebration of Pentecost, the feast of the Holy Spirit. While this feast wf dime three major festivals of
Christianity (Easter and Christmas being the other two), it is often givert shrift. Somehow it doesn’t
have the appeal that the observances of Jesus’ birth and resurrection have.h¥iat,Gatl’s Spirit there
would be no Church, no people filled with grace and love seeking to worship and serve. It iISgid’s
that animates those who seek God. Our hearts would be cold indeed if we had no fire, no warmth, n
breath from God.

This year the feast of Pentecost falls on Sunday, M3y Itwill be observed with joy here at St. Paul’s
Church. The 10:00 am Liturgy will be celebrated using not only English, but some of theddhgt our
members speak or read, a reminder of that first Pentecost when Jesus’ fodipole in the various
native languages of their hearers.

Since Mothers’ Day falls on May T1as well, the day promises to be one of special importance indeed!
William A. Davidson

WomenSafe a local organization that helps women who have suffered domestic violelceceive support

from the local Shaw’'s Supermarket if we help. Shaw’s will donate 1% obthieof all cash register receipts it
receives to WomenSafe. Simply place your receipts in the bag on thenbhdiatd in the vestibule of the Church,
and Jeanne Wisner will see that they are sent on to the supermarket.

STEWARDSHIP NEWS: Helen Vrooman, the Contributions Secretary, reports that as of the begin#ipgl of
$36,464.00 has been pledged by 32 members and friends of St. Paul’s for the operation otthimm@B08B. If
you haven'’t gotten around to making a pledge of support for the year, it's nevatetto do so. Forms for this
purpose are available on the table at the entrance of the Church

DID YOU KNOW that the Episcopal Church of Scotland has important historic ties with theogpl Church in
this country? It's true! Following our Revolutionary War, the Americanr€@hhbad no bishops, and the bishops of
the Church of England would not ordain any American, because they would noesvgesh of loyalty to the
English King, George Ill. But the Scottish bishops, being Jacobites, hadlierpr since they did not regard
George lll as their lawful monarch! Hence, the first bishop of the Aare@hurch, Samuel Seabury of
Connecticut, was consecrated by Scottish bishops in 1784. Bishop Seabury returnédSqg threlained, and with
the Scottish Prayer Book in hand, which proved to be central in shaping the drgefigt American Book of
Common Prayer. (Two American bishops were soon to be ordained by Britishshabdj after Parliament
removed the necessity for the loyalty oath.)



A Creed from the Masai People of Africa

We believe in one High God, who out of love created the beautiful world
and everything good in it. He created man and wanted man to be happy
in the world. God loves the world and every tribe on the earth.
We have known this High God in the darkness, and now we know Him
in the light. God promised in the book of his Word, the Bible, that he
would save the world and all the nations and tribes.
We believe that God made good his promise by sending his Son, Jesus Christ,
a man in the flesh, a Jew by tribe, born poor in a little village,
who left his home and was always on safari doing good, curing people
by the power of God, teaching about God and man, showing that the
meaning of religion is love. He was rejected by the people, tortured,
and nailed hands and feet to a cross, and died. He was buried in a grave, but the hyena
did not touch him; and on the third day he rose from the grave. He
ascended to the skies. He is the Lord.
We believe that all our sins are forgiven through him. All who have
faith in him must be sorry for their sins, be baptized in the Holy
Spirit of God, live the rules of love, and share the bread together
in love, and announce the good news to others, until Jesus comes
again. We are waiting for him. He is alive. He lives.
This we believe. Amen.

MEMORIAL DAY
Once again St. Paul's will be on the church lawn with
refreshments for sale. There will be, as in years
before, the corn dogs, fried bread dough, cotton
candy, soda and coffee. If you can help, please call
Mary Cassidy at 453-2004. If you cannot help,
donations for the supplies would be appreciated. This
is a huge undertaking for a few people but many Congratulations
hands make light work so let’s pitch in and help. to George and Rebecca Chauvin on the birth of their

beautiful new daughter Josephine.

BIRTHDAYS
May 06 Ruth Aseltine

We were sorry to hear that Hailey White brok| May 13 Brenda Badger
May 13 Ann Palmer

her leg last week. We wish her a véigry Very May 15 Judy Langeway

speedy recovery! May 16 Elizabeth Price
May 22 Willy Glassburg
May 26 Shawn Biegen

19%

May 26 Thomas Shahan



Vestry Summary April 8, 2008

Fr. Bill opened the meeting with prayer at 7:08. The
minutes of 1/27, 2/19 and 2/21 were distributed. As
there was no discussioBarah Cowan made the
motion to accept all three minutes. Judy Langeway
seconded and the motion carriédext, Betty
presented Peter MacLean’s finance report. There

was discussion about the different categories and how

they agreed with the format previously usdddy L.
moved to accept the report, Tim seconded and the
motion carried.

Bill then gave his report. Because the parish is
fortunate to have a number of babies on the way, Bill
is hoping to baptize at Pentecost. Next he suggested
the vestry send a formal letter to David Shuffleburg,
thanking him for the design of St. Paul's shield,
offering to work up a letter on behalf of the vestry
Sarah moved to have Bill write said letter, Judy
seconded and the motion passRill. mentioned that

he is sending the church’s new Gospel book back as
he had received word from the publisher that it was
defective.

Lucy updated the status of ill parishioners. She talked
briefly about Mothers without Borders. She then
spoke of a film she recommended called “Holding
Our Own” which is about end of life issues. Lucy
guestioned our commitment to outreach, and what we
were doing to support the MDGoal of .7 of 1% to
eradicate poverty. Sarah said that in the past the
vestry has included a percentage of the operating
budget for outreach. Lucy will try to find the exact
percentage. She asked if the vestry was committed to
maintaining that level of support. Sarah said that if
the 2008 budget had been adopted, the assumption
was that the outreach giving would be included.

A Stewardship Committee was formed, to include
Judy Langeway, Ann Sevee, George Chauvin and
three or four others to be named later. The budget
committee will be Betty Bristol and Sarah Cowan.
Sarah asked about adopting the 2007 budget for now
and working on the 2008 budget at the May 20

vestry meeting. There was some discussion and then
Sarah moved that the stated budget goal on the
finance sheet be adopted as the budget, to be revised
later. Tim seconded and the motion carried.

Carol passed out a letter from Peter MacLean. Peter

completed and sent the diocese the 2006 budget audit

but found that the 2004 and 2005 audits were not
finished. He has written a letter to the Bishop asking
that the requirement for the two audits be vacated.

Discussion followed during which Sarah wondered
about the dollar amount referenced in paragraph one
section B. She suggested the sentence end “for the
year 2006” omitting any reference to a dollar

amount and to change paragraph 3 section B to omit
the dollar amount of understatement. Tim made a
motion to accept the letter as amended, Betty
seconded and the motion passed.

Carol has been meeting with Peter and Betty to work
on the books and to update the parish record keeping.
She and Peter feel we need a policy regarding
employees. The church is liable for Social Security
for employees, but Sarah said that the church only
needs to issue 1009’s for subcontractors such as Beth
M. who are self employed. Straightening out Judy
Wood’s salary to agree with Social Security
requirements essentially gives Judy a raise.

Following much discussioBarah moved that the

vestry continue paying Judy so that the net amount
she has received since January remain the same, with
the vestry making up any additional necessary to do
this. After more discussion, Judy Langeway
seconded the motion and it passed.

Carol brought up the employment question again
saying that according to Peter MacLean, we need
letters of employment for employees. She then
handed out a letter from Peter concerning the IRS
issues. Bill feels that the church has a verbal
agreement with its current employees and is not in
need of a formal letter; however, he suggested that
the minutes concerning the hirings be placed in the
employees’ files.

Judy Langeway brought up Beth McAllister’s request
for a raise from $20 an hour to $2Z6n moved to
accept the increased rate retroactive to Beth's
request. Ann seconded and the motion passed with
two abstentions

At the request of Lee Martel, Tim brought up the
sound system. The decision was made to have Lee
investigate this with the original contractor and report
back to the vestry. Finally, Sarah brought up the
possibility of securing a grant from the diocese for
the Ministry Discernment Committee. Judy L. will
get in touch with Thad and find out how much the
vestry can apply for and exactly what the money can
be used for. There being no other business the
meeting was adjourned.



Deacon's Gorner

Did anyone see the story on national news about the
level of starvation in the developing nations of
Africa? Not that it's a news flash, because between
drought and civil wars, much arable land lies useless.
But things are worse.

We know the impact that the Food Bank has on our
neighbors in Addison County. That is a national
program. There is also an international World Food
Program, which functions like the Food Bank in this
country. The WFP is facing its greatest crisis in more
than 30 years. Experts believe that the crisis is at
such a level that fragile governments may be toppled,
and regions of the world may be destabilized. Those
who administer the program believe that it needs
$700 million, just to maintain its current level.

There are many reasons for the crisis. One is the
decrease in charitable giving, one casualty of our
economic situation. Another is the spike in food
prices around the world, caused in part by greater
consumption by some countries. Another is that
some of the basic commodities are no longer being
grown because they are not as profitable as others.
Still another is the diversion of grains to produce
biofuels.

Maize, corn, is one of those which is being diverted
from staples on the world market and livestock feed
nationally, to ethanol production plants, particularly
in the Midwest. While reducing dependence from
fossil fuel is a worthy goal, one of the drawbacks of
ethanol production is the amount of water necessary
for its production. In the Midwest, the amount of
water used doubled between 1998 and 2005. It is
projected to double again between 2005 and 2008.
Drought is an ongoing issue in the Midwest.

So the dilemma is: corn that used to be dumped on
the international market, albeit at inflated prices, is
no longer getting there. People are starving. We are

reducing our dependence on fossil fuels. Where doeg

our faith lead us in thisituation? What part does
economic justice play? What part does stewardship
of the environment play?

Hard questions. Challenging dilemmas. What would
Jesus do?

ANNOUNCEMENTS
2" Monday: May 12 7pm.

Migrant Workers’ Dinner: | am waiting for a
summer date, and will let you know ASAP.

Soup Ministry: we are depleting the wonderful
supply that has been available from the freezer
all winter. Please consider boxing up 1-2
serving portions of casseroles or soups which we
can then freeze at church.

Bridges (Pastoral Lay Ministry) Next meeting is
May 25, 2008 after the 10am service.
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On March 28 Lee and | went to the"2annual

statewide conference on hunger in Montpelier. It vihs
attended by representatives from the Food Bank i
Barre which sponsored the event, food shelves, sqnior

a little easier for some of those society is apt to
forget. There were seminars on food safety, fund
raising, education (especially on health issues),
accessing community resources, using the Food Hink
and so on. There were displays from Salvation Fajgns
Gleaning Network, Central Vermont Medical Cents
which had a display and handouts about diabetes ghe
State of VT and its smoking cessation program
among others. After the seminars the legislative
committee on hunger, chaired by Dr. Donald Swargg,
took testimony from participants about hunger in
Vermont. And there is a lot of hunger in Vermont,

not just in our own area.

Thank you for helping the Vergennes Food Shelf §
bringing a contribution each Sunday.



Date
May 04 Ann Jennifer Judy and | Sarah Cowan Tim Earle | Margaret Acts 1:6-14
7 Easter Sevee Cassarino Alex Lowe Psalm 68:1-10
Woods Mary Gordon 33-36
| Peter4:12-14
5:6-11
John 17:1-11
May 11 Carol Family Helen TBA Carol Knauss| Cricket Acts 2:1-21
Pentecost Knauss Service Vrooman Laidman Psalm 104;
& 25-35, 37b
Mary | Cor.12:3b-13
Cassidy John 20:19-23
May 18 Diane Margaret Laurie and | Bob Laidman| Betty Bristol| Greg Gen. 1:1-2:4a
Trinity Sunday | Merrill Lowe Nick Earle Hamilton Psalm 8
Steve Lowe 2Cor.13:11-13
Matt.28:16-20
May 25 Jeanne Cricket Madelaine | Bonnie Tim Earle Lenore Isa.49:8-16a
2 Pentecost Wisner Laidman Calise Huizenga Morse Psalm 131
Mary Gordon | Cor.4:1-5

Matt.6:24-34




May 2008

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
7:30 AA
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Service 8:00 am Choir 7pm Discernment 7:30 AA
10:00 am Meeting 7pm
AA 7pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Service 8:00 am | Knitting Group Choir 7pm Discernment 7:30 AA
10:00 am | 7pm parish hall Meeting 7pm
AA 7pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Service 8:00 am Choir 7pm Discernment 7:30 AA
10:00 am Vestry 7pm Meeting 7pm
AA 7pm
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Service 8:00 am | Memorial Day Choir 7pm Discernment
10:00 am Meeting 7pm
Pastoral care
meeting after the
10am service
AA 7pm




Trying out the new rocking chair at coffee hour.






