June 2008

WORSHIP is the central “work” of any community of faith such as we are here at Sts Béwirch. In worship
we turn from the preoccupations of our lives and move into the nearer pres&uzkand into the presence of the
whole of the human family, indeed the presence of all creatures both in hedvaem earth. One of the wiser
theologians of our Church, John Westerhoff, has the following observatiorkéo ma

There remains to the Church only one unique and peculiar responsibility

the conduct of public worship. If the Church does nothing other than

to keep open a house, symbolic of the homeland of the soul, where in season

and out, women and men come to reenact the memory and vision of who they are, it wélhtexedr
society and each of us a service of immeasurable value.

So long as the Church bids men and women to participate in the liturgies of the

Christian faith community, it need not question its place, mission, ormciue

in the world. If it loses faith or is careless in its rituals, it need ook

to its vocation to save it.

At the recent meeting of the Vestry we spent some time discussing ouySooaang services. We came to a
general agreement that our liturgies must aim to be winsome, both to thastaofiliar with the traditions of the
Episcopal Church and to those who have little or no experience of worshippagatiee it. Can we reach both
long-time member and newcomer at our services? While we found no eagysattsthis question, most of us did
agree that our services should not be overly long, that our music should bera wiixxbe familiar and the lively,
and that the Sunday morning Eucharist should be marked by both contemplation and praiseddibve? Her
are a few ideas that came to mind:
- The organ prelude and postlude are part of the service, not “background musitdp@that all of us

will endeavor to arrive at Church so that we have time to greet one anothénea settle down in the

pews to let the prelude help us prepare our hearts for worship. If we muspieate the organ postlude,

let us do it quietly and in a manor that does not disturb others.

Our children are every bit as important in our community as any one &6 osir worship must include

even the smallest of them.

While some of us like lots of singing and chanting in the liturgy, others of udihatexl musical abilities.

We will strive to find a balance between what is sung and what is spoken.

Our organist and choir serve our worship wonderfully. We will support thehegselect music that is

uplifting.

We will begin to print the numbers of the hymns and service music in theiudletas to be a help in

locating the selections.

Now what do you think will help us make our worship the best and most joyous that wier&
William A. Davidson
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OUR SOUND SYSTEMis to be enhanced by the
addition of four small speakers in the Church, along
with one in the infants’ room near the entrance of the
building. The Vestry has authorized this work to be
done soon with the hope that the speakers will be a
help to all who come to our liturgies, to say nothing
of those of us who have special parts in the services.

The individual “hearing devices” that are already in
place will continue to be available to those who wish
to use them.

HOLY DAYS

June 11, St. Barnabas the Apostle

June 24, Nativity of St. John the Baptist

June 30, St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles (translated
from June 29)

OTHER DAYS OF NOTE

June 5, St. Boniface of Mainz, 754; June 9,
Columba, Abbot of lona, 597; June 27, Cyril of
Alexandria, Bishop, 444; June 28, Iraneus, Bishop of
Lyons, c. 202.

FOODSHELF
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The Foodshelf is holding a Neighborhood Pargry
Express in September. 80 needy families picfged
up 6000 pounds of food at the last one. It cog
just $250 for shipping to get all this food here,
$125 has been already been donated and welpre
asking the people of St. Paul’s if you would bg
willing to help defray the rest of the expense.

To that end there will be a box for donations i

the Narthex and we will be collecting until the
middle of August. Any donations are gladly
accepted (checks payable to the Vergennes
Congregational Church). Donations of non
perishable food for the ongoing weekly need &e
still appreciated.



Doacon's Gormer

We have watched, over the past weeks, as natural
disasters have raked various parts of the world.
Catastrophes in the form of cyclones, tornadoes,
wildfires, and earthquakes have devastated
populations, and in some cases, obliterated
communities. As always, the most vulnerable due to
age or poverty or marginalization, are the ones who
suffer most. Response to the disaster has been
varied, and at times, unprecedented. China’s
willingness to show the devastation and ask for
support is startling; Myanmar’s response, horrifying.
In Picher, OK, the demise of a town begun by man’s
toxic waste accumulation has been completed by
nature.

Lest we be complacent and smug that the response
seen in Myanmar would never happen here, we have
only to look at FEMA trailers and the Lowef 9

Ward in New Orleans. We can send aid to Myanmar
and China. We can send our gifts and ourselves to
the Gulf Coast. Anyone interested?

A proposal: St. Paul’'s work trip to the Gulf Coast, in
Feb or April 2009. There are opportunities in New
Orleans and in Mississippi. They need both skilled
and unskilled workers. We would need to provide
our own transportation. Housing is limited in New
Orleans, dorm-style in Mississippi. My thought is
that we might need to be gone 10 or 11 days, which
includes a week of work and time to drive (probably)
or fly down. Any takers? Speak to Lucy.

Migrant workers dinner: It looks like the next time
we are to be involved with the Bridport meals is
October 18th. I have contacted Fr. Leclerc at St.
Peter’s, and they are doing a meal the first Saturday
of every month. He will take our offer to be

involved to the Parish Council next month. At the
moment, they are only drawing a few people. The
greatest need seems to be rides to and from the
dinner.

The next Pastoral Care meeting (Bridges) is May
25th after the 10am service.

Second Monday meets at 7pm on June 9th. Just
bring yourself....Children welcome.

Congratulations to Nan and Nate Guilmette on the
arrival of Louisa Mabel on May 19 All are doing
well!

The parish donated enough newborn supplies for
Newborn Kits. Karen, Anna, Sarah, and Hailey
White took on the task of assembling the kits for
distribution. Thank you so much for your help, from
start to finish.

With the current downturn in the economy, is Souper
Supper, perhaps on a Friday, something we should
reconsider? Speak to Lucy.

June 1 Cricket Laidman
June 8 Family Service
June 15 Margaret Lowe

There is no formal Sunday school during the
summer months, but there will be playtime/ch
care during the first part of the service. Spea
with Margaret Lowe for more information or tg
volunteer to help one Sunday (or more).
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WE WISH A VERY HAPPY
BIRTHDAY TO:

June 2 Suzanne Laidman
June 12 Dale Evarts

June 19 Sissy Jennings
June 25 Bob Raymond
June 25 Margaret Parlour



June 2008

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Service 8:00 am Choir 7pm Discernment 7:pm
& 10:00 am 7:30 AA
7:30 AA
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Service 8:00am & Knitting Group Choir 7pm Discernment 7pm 7:30 AA
10:00 am 7 PM
7:30AA
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Service 8:00am & Choir 7pm Discernment 7pm 7:30 AA
10:00 am Vestry 7pm
7:30 AA
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Service 8:00am & Discernment 7pm 7:30 AA
10:00am
7:30 AA
29 30
Service 8:00am
& 10:00 am

7:30 AA




Date

June 01

Lenore Cricket Diane and | Tim Earle Madelaine| Steve Lowe Gen.6:22;7:24;
Morse Laidman Connor Calise Mary Gordon 8:14-19
Merrill Psalm 46
Rom.1:16-17;3:22b-
28
Matt.7:21-29
June 08 Bootsie Family Sarah Carol Bob Betty Bristol Gen. 12:1-9
Morris Service & Knauss Laidman Cricket Psalm97:1-2,
Helen Laidman 7-12
Cowan Rom. 4:13-25
Matt.9:9-13
11-23
June 15 Mary Margaret Cricket Betty Bristol Nan Greg Gen.18:1-15
Gordon Lowe & Guilmette Hamilton Psalm 116:1,
Bob Margaret 10-17
Laidman Lowe Rom. 5:1-8
Matt.9:35-10:8
June 22 | Ann Sevee Playtime/ Kim Tim Earle | Steve Lowe Lenore Gen.12:8-21
child care Hatgen- Morse Psalm 86:1-10
Carrig Mary Gordon 16-17
& Rom.6:1b-11
Lenore Matt 10:24-39
Morse
June 29 Carol Playtime/ TBA Carol Sarah Greg Gen.22:1-14
Knauss child care Knauss Cowan Hamilton Psalm 13
Cricket Rom.6:12-23
Laidman Matt. 10:40-42




