NOVEMBER 2007

THE STATE OF OUR PARISH

At a recent meeting of the Wardens and Vestry of our &@hutr struck me that we have so much for
which to be grateful. We have seen new faces in thws pad new children for the Sunday School.

So many of our members are involved in work for the pdrgh within our walls and in the larger
community. An example of this dedication can be se¢hose who recently participated in the “CROP
walk” that provides assistance to a number of projects lbotlly and worldwide.

Some of our most committed members have worked tirelesspair the Rectory in preparation for the
coming of a new Rector. Included in the repairs is thilation of a new heating system, which will
work efficiently and help to reduce our “carbon footptint.

The members of the Vestry constantly demonstrate¢hee for both those of us who are members of St.
Paul's and all who reside in this community and beyond.

| believe that we are fortunate to be part of a Diedbat cares greatly for the “outsider” and the
marginalized. Bishop Ely and his support team have largeshand keep us all fixed on the important

issues.

My partner observed recently that there is somethingy“special” about being a part of a modest
congregation. Everyone is committed and works hardoridocan sit by passively.

Shortly all of us will be called upon to consider makapledge for the work of St. Paul’s for 2008. |
have no doubt that all of us will respond in generous fashio

AN ALTERNATE GIFTS BOUTIQUE will

be run by some of the parish teens on the first
two Sundays of December. The boutique will
afford all of us a way of providing Christmas
gifts to family and friends that help people in
need throughout the world. Featured will be
inexpensive jewelry made by African women,
fair-trade coffee, and wrist bands from Darfur,
along with special cards that allow the giver to

Widim A. Davidson

provide livestock to families in need. This
project is a great way to provide “gifts” that are
very much in keeping with the true spirit of
Christmas. The boutique will be in operation in
the Parish Hall after the 10am Liturgies on
December ? and 9", and will be managed by
Helen Cowan, Nicholas Earle, and Connor
Merrill.



LUCY PELLEGRINI , our
faithful Deacon, was named
Chaplain of the Year by the
Vermont Health Care
Association at the
organization’s conference on
September 19 Lucy was
recognized for her ministry at
the Helen Porter Healthcare and
Rehabilitation Center in
Middlebury. The Director of
Nursing at the Center says that
Lucy is an “exceptional’
inspiration for both staff and
residents at the home.
Congratulations to Lucy for an award that is
well-deserved.

“‘LURKERS” NO MORE : The folks who
welcome newcomers to the Church on Sundays
have been identified in the service bulletin as
“Lurkers.” While the title is arresting, it doesn’'t
seem to fit very well, so from now on the
“Lurkers” will be called “Welcomers” and will
be seen keeping an eye open for new faces in our
pews.
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VESTRY MINUTES SUMMARY
October 16, 2007

Following opening prayers, the vestry approved
the September minutes as corrected. Helen
Vrooman presented the Operating Budget
Report, noting three line items at or over budget,
and the vestry approved additional funding for
the substitute organist, the altar guild, and
kitchen supplies. The Operating Budget Report
was approved as submitted. Regarding
Designated Funds, $8,000 has been paid for the
rectory furnace and radiators and $700 deposited
for memorial funds. The report was approved as
submitted.

The Rev. Bill Davidson described plans by teens
for alternative Christmas giving, his hope to add
parishioners to the welcoming committee and a

meeting for October 21, and the possibility of a
newcomers’ dinner. Regarding stewardship
plans, he reported a letter to parishioners,
speakers at Sunday worship services, and receipt
of pledges anticipated by Thanksgiving.

The Rev. Lucy Pellegrini thanked all involved in
the celebration on Sunday and reminded the
vestry of books needed for Southern Vermont
Prison families and the request for toys by Porter
Hospital Emergency Services. She announced
the 10,000 Villages gift sale at the Baptist
Church of Middlebury and circulated the sign-up
sheet for contributions to the Migrant Workers’
dinner.

Carol Knauss reported a request from Shirley
McClay, a meeting with J.R. Rubbish, use of the
parish hall on October 27, an update regarding a
substitute for Beth McAllister, the need to
complete the 2005 audit, and an estimate of $600
to move the safe. The vestry approved renewal
and payment for the website domain name.

Madelaine Calise reviewed the handout
regarding progress and plans for the rectory
rehab projects, including need for a painting
party and expenses anticipated beyond the
initially approved $500. Second, Madelaine
reported plans for the Sunday School program
and circulated a list of recent visitors to St.
Paul's.

Claire Clay reported on progress of the Ministry
Discernment Committee. Next, Lucy Pellegrini
explained the Diocesan Convention’s resolution
regarding reducing the carbon footprint in
Vermont’s churches, and discussion followed.
Madelaine inquired whether the vestry wished to
support Toys for Tots again; the vestry agreed to
do so. Bill Davidson asked whether the vestry
would support developing an estimated budget
for discussion relative to stewardship; the vestry
approved. The meeting was adjourned following
closing prayers.



SUNDAY

SCHOOL [sadly |
missed the highlight
of the last Sunday in
September, but |
heard that many of

- the children had a

wonderful visit to Fr.

Bill's farm. Nick Earle and Helen Cowan were
great overseers in the kite making and horse
loving department and everyone enjoyed
running and rolling free in the grass, playing by
the pond and in true farm style, a great hayride.
Thank you Fr. Bill for a real treat.

Meg Olsen has been very supportive in signing
up to teach Sunday School and bringing in
young families to St. Paul's. We were happy to
welcome Jennifer Cassarino and her son A.J. to
Family Service this month, along with Rebecca
and Alistair Chauvin who with Ryley and lain
Olsen listened spellbound to Fr. Bill's rooster
story. The adults listened quite well too!
There’s plenty of room on the rug for many
more. Please spread the word that we have
some exciting activities lined up for the next few
weeks and of course our youth members are
invited to help with the fun projects.

As always | am asking those who are willing to
PLEASE sign up to volunteer for December and
January. We are blessed with some children in
our community; let’'s encourage them to make

St. Paul's a part of their lives by being there for

them. There is a sheet on the door in the Parish
Hall or you can email me at mcalise@gmavt.net
or call 475-2901 until Nov 4 when | will be
heading south for a month. | will have lesson
plans, suggestions and supplies in the Parish hall
before | leave.

You'll be glad to know that the birds are
enjoying the sunflower seeds from the flowers
planted in the spring. The heads were
distributed on Sunday to complete our garden
fun. We are looking forward to another outdoor
project next spring. Well done kids! Also ask
Alistair about his special ‘pet’ who is now
sporting a glowing halo after taking part in the
Blessing of the Animals on the Green last week.
See you on the rug!
Madelaine

RECTORY REHAB The Rectory was full of

life on October 10th & 11th as an enthusiastic
group of 10th graders scrubbed, mopped, hauled
garbage and polished till they dropped. For these
wonderful angels we thank Lenore Morse and
Cookie Step of VUHS who included St. Paul's

as part of their first community service project.
We also thank all the members who kindly lent
us the contents of their broom closets to provide
all that was needed to do such a good job. We
were spurred on by visits from Jeanne Wisner,
Mary Gordon and Marcy Means.

We continue to work our way down the “to do’
list. Now the heating system is complete, we are
working on getting someone to repair the wall
and floor holes before the mice move in,
covering the exposed heating tubes and



completing the porch restoration. Additional November 25, The Feast of Christ the King and
funds (approximately $2500.00) will be needed the Sunday Next Before Advent.

to complete these projects, but this will be COMING EVENT Watch for the date of a
addressed when quotes are received. reception to be held to welcome the new faces
that we are seeing in our congregation. Time and
date TBA.
BIRTHDAYS

November 02 Ann Haigis
November 03 Kate Douglas
November 04 Franny Howland
November 07 Kylee Huizenga
November 10 Bob Biegen
New furnace and radiator November 13 Seth Laidman

November 21 Ansel Coburn
November 26 Scott Biegen

Claire and Diane are working hard at sanding

and prepping the glass porch inserts and would

welcome more volunteers to help with this

project in order to say goodbye to all the peeling

paint to complement the welcoming front door FOODSHELF

lovingly painted by Claire. The first floor

painting should be finished before Christmas

together with some necessary winterizing and

other smaller cosmetic needs. Sadly, adding a

front door porch and stoop will have to be

addressed at a later date yet again, but it’s on

‘the list’ and not out of mind. The list is getting

smaller thanks to your generous support whether

it be by donations, time given, prayers or a

supporting hug and for this we thank you. Keep

it coming! .
Thank you for remembering the food shelf ea

Sunday morning. This month the food shelf
could use canned fruit and any kind of cereal;
however, any contribution is welcomed gladly
Please rejoice with us for those of our clients
who have found jobs, and pray with us for tho
HOLY DAYS still looking or unable to work.

November 1, All Saints Day (observed
November 4) HUNGER HURTS
November 30, St. Andrew the Apostle

OTHER DAYS OF NOTE:

November 2, All Souls Day; November 14,

consecration of Samuel Seabury, First American

Bishop; November 22, Thanksgiving Day;

Look for further news of this old house and be
sure to check upstairs before the spiders return.

Madelaine & Claire




Deacon's Corner

What are the faithful supposed to do?

Which needs take priority?

The possibilities are limitless. The
probabilities, not so much. We have already
begun to receive numerous requests for
donations, both as a parish and within our
homes. Just as we may, as a result of the
procession of dismal headlines in the papers and
on the news, begin to feel compassion fatigue,
the same happens with the barrage of requests.
So many needs, so many lives in peril, so many
marginalized. Such a need for justice, around
the world.

At the same time, we are very aware, in
this country, of the impact that our culture has
had on the environment. We are blessed to be in
a position to do something about it. And as
those who have enjoyed hot water, lighting,
travel, heat and air conditioning, and abundant
food, we have contributed to the crisis known as
climate change. We can afford to invest in solar
and wind power. Who are we to criticize those
developing countries whose economies cannot.
We are in a position to have an impact to bring
about change, personally and nationally. We are
also in a position to help those developing
nations do so without wreaking more havoc on
the environment.

We are called to be stewards of our
whole world, not just select portions. We are
called to be in a global alliance as protectors of
the earth for our children and our children’s
children. It is a global responsibility of the
global community.

Once again, we ask and answer the
guestion: who is my neighbor? More
importantly, how can | use my gifts to encourage
and support my neighbor as that one uses theirs?
We answer knowing that each one’s needs have
an impact on each of us, especially when we
consider the web of life as demonstrated by our
environment.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

As the Christmas sales begin, consider buying a
cute, cuddly stuffed animal or other engaging
toy for youngsters making a trip to the Porter
Emergency Room. Please bring them to church
and they will be lovingly delivered to the ER
staff. Thank you.

10,000 Villages, a global boutique of items,
many dealing with a Christmas theme, will be
held at the Memorial Baptist Church in
Middlebury, on Nov. 16-17.

Consider shopping as locally as possible for
Christmas gifts, as there are wonderful artisans
in this state, and especially in Addison County.
Consider also gifts to organizations like Habitat
for Humanity, Doctors without Borders,
Episcopal Relief and Development, and Mothers
without Borders, in the name of a loved one, and
especially for those who don’t need another
knickknack or whatzit.

Many, many thanks for the wonderful and
surprise reception on the14 From the blessing

to the cards to the abundant feast, and to the gift
of beautiful flowers, | was both humbled and
touched. To those who labored behind the
scenes to make it all happen, especially Carol
and the cooks and servers, my deepest gratitude.

An energetic group of 8 servers, supported by
cooks and donations from the parish took part in
the monthly Migrant Workers’ Dinner in

Bridport on Saturday. There was much laughter,
many handshakes and greetings of Ola!,
numerous seconds, a program in Spanish about
over the counter medications by bilingual UVM
med students and instructions from the Open
Door Clinic about flu shots and tetanus shots.
Blood pressures were taken. A professor of
Spanish from UVM translated whenever
necessary. Door prizes were handed out. We
ate with the workers, trying to pick up bits of
Spanish. We sent leftovers home with many
delighted and grateful workers. And we can't
wait to do it again. Many thanks to all who
contributed in a variety of ways.

Lucy Pellegrini



November 2007

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
7:30 AA
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Service 8 am Choir 7pm Discernment 7:30 AA
10 am Meeting 7pm
AA 7pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Service 8 am Choir 7pm Discernment 7:30 AA 10000 Villages
10 am Meeting 7pm 10000 Villages, Middlebury
AA 7pm Middlebury Baptist Church
Baptist Church
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Service 8 am Choir 7pm Discernment Thanksgiving 7:30 AA
10 am Vestry 7pm Meeting 7pm
AA 7pm
25 26 27 28 30
Service 8 am Choir 7pm Discernment 7:30 AA
10 am Meeting 7pm

AA 7pm




Date

Nov.04 Ann Sevee Judy Woods Sarah Claire Clay Tim Earle Ecclesiasticus
All Saints Cowan Mary Gordon 2:7-11
Sunday Psalm 149
Ephesians
1:15-23
Luke 6:20-26
Nov.11 Claire Clay Family Mary Connor Lenore Carol Knauss Job 19:23-27a
Service Cassidy & Merrill Morse Psalm 17:1-8
Helen Betty Bristol Il Thess.
Vrooman 2:13-3:5
Luke
20:27,34-38
Nov.18 Carol Meghan Laurie Earle Bob Greg Betty Bristol Malachi
Knauss Olsen Laidman Hamilton 3:13-4:2a,5-6
Cricket Psalm 98:5-10
Laidman Il Thess. 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19
Nov. 25 Jeanne Cricket & Madelaine TBA Mary Gordon| Tim Earle Jeremiah
Wisner Bob Laidman Calise Lenore 23:1-6
Morse Psalm 46
Colossians
1:11-20

Luke 23:35-43




The Parish at Prestwick Farm Sept 30



