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May 2007 
 
THE DAY OF PENTECOST is a celebration of the outpouring of the Spirit of God upon the whole of 
creation.  Three manifestations of the first Pentecost were the rushing of wind, tongues of fire, and the 
sudden ability of some of Jesus’ followers to speak in the languages of their hearers.  Often the presence 
of the Holy Spirit is seen as a thing confined to the Church.  But God is extravagant, and the gift of the 
Spirit is for all that is and ever will be.  Along with Christmas and Easter, Pentecost forms a trinity of the 
greatest festivals of the Christian calendar.  This year this feast will fall on Sunday, May 27th, and will be 
observed here at St. Paul’s Church with special joy, since it will be our privilege to welcome Jamison 
Huizenga, daughter of Justin and Carla Huizenga, and Amelia Coburn, daughter of Solon and Sarah 
Coburn, into the household of faith at their baptisms at the 10 am Eucharist. 
 
THE RT. REV. THOMAS ELY , Bishop of Vermont, will visit St. Paul’s on Sunday, May 20th, to 
preach and celebrate the 8 am and 10 am Eucharists.  At the 10 am service he will confirm four of our 
young people, Helen Cowan, Lily and Isabel Hamilton, and Connor Merrill.  Prior to the liturgy the 
Bishop will meet with the confirmands, and following the service, he will join them at a reception in the 
Parish Hall for one and all. 
Bishop Ely will join the Wardens, Vestry members, and the members of the Ministry Discernment 
Committee on the 19th for a supper and discussion.  All in all, the Bishop will be sharing much of himself 
with us on that weekend. 
 
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER  were well observed in the parish, thanks to the hard work of many in the 
congregation.  Particular thanks go to the Choir, which sang at all of the principal services, the Altar 
Guild and Flower Guild members, whose efforts could be seen in the Church’s decorations, those who 
read lessons, assisted at the altar, acted as ushers and greeters, and prepared the programs for the services.  
Carol Knauss played the organ splendidly in the absence of Judy Woods, who was away at an important 
family reunion.  This year thirteen members of the parish participated in the reading of the story of the 
Passion of Christ on Palm Sunday.  Many found their presentation moving. 
                                                                                                               William A. Davidson     
TOP TEN REASONS TO BE AN EPISCOPALIAN 

 
10.   No snake handling. 
9. You can believe in dinosaurs. 
8. Male and female God created them; male and female we ordain them. 
7. You don’t have to check your brains at the door. 
6. Pew aerobics. 
5. Church year is color-coded. 
4. Free wine on Sunday. 
3. All of the pageantry – none of the guilt. 
2. You don’t have to know how to swim to get baptized. 

 
        . . . And the Number One reason to be an Episcopalian: 

1. No matter what you believe, there’s bound to be at least one other Episcopalian who agrees with you. 
 
                                                  Said in jest by comedian Robin Williams, an Episcopalian



VESTRY SUMMARY  April 17, 2007 
 
Financial Report:  Helen Vrooman passed out the 
financial reports and noted that pledges, other gifts 
and the plate offering were all behind and that we 
had overspent the budget by $5164.78.  
 
Designated Funds: Betty Bristol went over the 
designated funds report.  There is a current balance 
of $29074.42. It was decided that Carol Knauss will 
get in touch with Jona Tierney to ask him about 
making a cremains table and a credence table with 
monies from the Haigis and Rossier funds.  Fr. Bill 
said that perhaps the cremains table should do double 
duty and be sized to hold the elements in the back of 
the church to be brought forward at the offertory as 
many churches now do. Sarah asked about new 
vestments as the green ones are in poor shape.  Fr. 
Bill says it makes more sense to order new ones after 
the new rector is called so that he/she could have 
input as to size and style.  Deacon Lucy said maybe 
someone should call Catherine Webster at the 
Diocesan Office to see if there are some there or 
perhaps at Rock Point that we could use. Carol will 
check. Betty will call Glenn Rossier to inquire about 
using the Rossier fund. 
 
Fr. Davidson reported that he would like to get one 
of the older teenagers to work with the younger 
acolytes and potential acolytes.  
The Bishop is coming for visitation and confirmation 
May 19th and 20th.  He will celebrate and preach at 
both services.  The vestry decided that: 

�  They and the ministry discernment 
committee would meet with Bishop Ely 
Saturday the 19th at 6:30 for a pot luck 
dinner which Carol will organize.  Sarah 
suggested giving the ministry discernment 
report to the Bishop beforehand and use that 
as an agenda topic and this was agreed upon. 

�  The Bishop will meet with the confirmands 
between services at 9am. 

�  There will be a fancy coffee hour reception 
following the 10am service for the 
congregation, the confirmands and the 
Bishop. 

 
In her deacon’s report, Lucy spoke about Bridges 
and that it is continuing to function well.  She may 
do another Advanced Directive seminar in May or 
June for those who missed it this time.  She then 
talked about the interest in migrant workers, habitat 
for humanity, Katrina aid, and other outreach 
programs and wondered if, as a parish, we have the 

energy right now to pursue new projects.  It was 
decided to have a meeting in June to see what the 
level of interest and/or commitment is. 
 
In the Junior Warden report , Judy Langeway said 
that ant cups have been put out in the rectory and that 
Lee Martel fixed the toilet in the rectory and will do 
the one in the parish hall.  Judy will call Pat Barrows 
to inquire about a suitable amount for a cash gift for 
our snow shoveler, Bobby Worley. She handed out 
one heating system estimate from Champlain 
Heating for $9560 which doesn’t include carpentry 
and said that although McIntyres wasn’t interested, 
Ryans is working on an estimate which she expects 
to have by the next meeting.  She will work on 
getting a third estimate. Helen stated that roofing the 
church is set to begin in two months. 
 
Bob Laidman presented the MDC report . Sarah 
Cowan moved that the MDC is to find the best 
person to call as priest regardless of gender, sexual 
preference, race, family or marital status. Tim Earle 
seconded and the motion passed. Bob explained his 
estimate of what it would cost to visit candidates and 
have the candidates come here.  He expected the 
search effort to be in the area of $7570.  Sarah will 
get in touch with Lynn Bates and ask if the McClure 
fund has money available to help defray expenses for 
both the search and moving expenses for a new 
rector.  There was discussion about the transition 
budget and money for supply.  Fr. Bill said he would 
stay as long as needed but said there should be at 
least a month between his leaving and the new 
rector’s arrival. 
 
Carol passed out an e-mail from Madelaine Calise 
and Claire Clay about the need for an administrator if 
a part time rector is called. Tim felt that the problem 
is more about knowing who does what and to whom 
one should go with various questions and requests 
than with the work not being done. All the items 
mentioned are being handled well, he felt, by 
volunteers. There was discussion about this and the 
matter was tabled until a new priest is called since 
he/she should be consulted. 
Fr. Bill brought up the need for a computer.  Betty 
said that she doesn’t like to have all the financial 
information on her home computer.  No action was 
taken.  Using the back room as an office was 
discussed.  Fr. Bill said that the new rector would 
have to be advised before he/she agreed to live in the 
rectory that the office was part of the rectory. 
Fr. Bill closed with prayer. 
 



 

 
The Vergennes Food Shelf, located behind 
the Congregational Church, receives 
donations of food and money from 
individuals, churches, civic organizations, 

stores, bakeries, businesses and food drives. The 
money donated is used to buy food from the 
Vermont Food Bank in Barre and occasionally 
from local stores. Using volunteers as staff, the 
food shelf then supplies anyone in need with 
basic food items. What is on the shelves to 
distribute depends on what the Food Bank has 
available and what has been donated. 
 
The Vermont Food Bank serves as a clearing 
house for commodities from the federal 
government, donations from farmers, stores and 
businesses, and salvage from broken lots or 
cases damaged in shipping as well as from 
America’s Second Harvest.  Donations to help 
with running the Food Bank and with buying 
foods to distribute are always welcome. 
Government commodities (such as oatmeal, 
tomato juice, rice, macaroni and powdered milk) 
are free to the individual food shelves, but other 
foods must be paid for as must the shipping.  
 
The Food Bank delivers to food shelves 
throughout Vermont. Once a month the 
Vergennes food shelf places an order with the 
Food Bank depending on what the Food Bank 
has available and what Vergennes needs.  For 
the past three or four months that order has cost 
in excess of $500 due to the number of people in 
need.   
 
Please remember a donation for St. Paul’s food 
basket. Every little bit helps. 
 

Hunger Hurts. 
 

 
 

The Ministry Discernment Committee, 
Vestry, MDC Consultant, and Diocesan 
representatives met together with the Diocesan 
representatives on Thursday March 29th, 2007.  
We had a pot luck supper together and then did a 
detailed review of the St. Paul's Profile draft 
document.  Lots of good feedback was obtained. 
  
We have just about completed the profile, a 
document that will be our advertising flyer for 
potential rector candidates. 
The profile needs a few facts inserted about our 
pledging units and we are adding some nice 
photographs.  It will be published on our 
Website which is located at 
http://www.saintpaulsvergennes.org/ and use the 
link button titled 'Discernment' for information 
related to our search and self-study.  We have 
already published a brochure on the site, and 
included slides from the MDC's presentation at 
the annual meeting.  We will also print a few 
copies and make available for parishioners who 
don't have internet web access.  Expect this to be 
available by April 29th. 
  
We are currently working on the CDO (Church 
Deployment Office) Form which is our entry 
into the national Episcopal Church's deployment 
computer system.  This formalizes the 
beginning of our rectory search efforts. We will 
be meeting with Rolfe Lawson on Wednesday 
night to work on it. 
  
Our next steps in the process are as follows: 

·  CDO Form submittal  (by end of April)  
·  Wait for responses (5 weeks or so after 

CDO Form submitted)  
·  Develop screening process and list of 

questions for candidates  
·  Develop Letter of Introduction for 

candidates  
·  Receive initial list of candidates from the 

Diocese 

We hope to be into the early screening process 
by July. 
 



HELP!!!  
Our new coffee maker has escaped. We do not 
know the reason that it felt that it must run away 
from home, but it did. If anyone in the parish 
was witness to its leaving, please call Pat 
Barrows or Carol Knauss. We would welcome 
its return and in the future will handle it tenderly 
so that it will not feel compelled to leave us 
again. We really need it. 
 
 

 
Jesus Is the Anchor 

 
Whatever the problems we face in life 
While sailing the rough seas of strife 
Praying will insure that we will find 
Jesus is the anchor for our peace of mind. 
 
In our hearts we need to feel secure 
Jesus is the anchor we can be sure 
Protecting us from the raging storms of life 
He shields us from the sea of strife 
 
When we become disillusioned 
And we feel all hope is gone 
Remember this one thing 
Jesus is the anchor, we are not alone 
 
Always keep your faith a shining light 
Jesus is the anchor on the darkest night 
His love for us will never end 
Jesus is the anchor on whom we can depend. 
      psb 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 BIRTHDAYS 
  May 06  Ruth Aseltine 
  May 13  Brenda Badger 
  May 13  Anne Palmer 
  May 15  Judy Langeway 
  May 16  Elizabeth Price 
  May 22  Willy Glassburg 
  May 26  Shawn Biegen 
  May 26  Thomas Shahan 
 

 
 
 
HOLY DAYS  
May 1st, St Philip and St James, Apostles 
May 17th, Ascension Day 
May 27th, Pentecost 
Other Days of Note: May 5th, Conversion of St. 
Augustine; May 25th, 
Bede, Priest and Monk of Jarrow, 735 AD;  
May 30th, Ember Day 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMORIAL DAY 

As in previous years plans are under way for our 
huge sale of goodies on the church lawn on 
Memorial Day. For sale will be our famous 
bread dough, hot dogs, cold drinks and cotton 
candy. Many hands make light work. So if you 
can help in any way, call Mary Cassidy or 
Bonnie Huizenga. Put the date on your calendar 
and plan to be there to lend a helping hand. 
 



 
 

Vermonters are certainly conscious of 
the gifts of nature.  They recycle, talk about 
alternative forms of energy, and at least think 
organically, Miracle-gro and Field Days 
competitions notwithstanding.  The Diocese 
encourages parishes to use fluorescent bulb and 
conserve heat and weatherize churches. 

One concept I have not given much 
thought is that of a carbon footprint. It is 
estimated that the average American, over the 
course of a lifetime, leaves 60 tons of refuse 
behind.  That includes emissions from vehicles, 
heating, and dirty water, not to mention garbage.  
Quite an impact on the planet…. 

One thing I had not given much thought 
until recently was the impact of the 
transportation of foodstuffs from any where 
outside the local area.  We know the cost of a 
tank of gas and what it does to our wallets.  
There are many parts of our diet which come 
from out of state.  We know the price is going 
up due to shipping costs.  How often do we think 
of the cost to the environment to ship food here 
from out of state? 

During the summer months, many of us 
can rely on our own gardens.  Others go to 
Farmer’s Markets.  But what of those who can’t 
garden or go to the Market?  In the past, 
parishioners have been generous in bringing 
surplus from the garden.  Last summer, I 
remember rhubarb and onions and squash and 
potatoes.  In 2007, I am suggesting that such 
sharing be a conscious gift from those who 
garden or can get to the Markets.  My 
assumptions include the following: 

·  Parishioners could share their 
bounty with others who would 
definitely appreciate it. 

·  Surplus would not be wasted. 
·  Local farmers would be 

supported. 
·  A greater percentage of what is 

consumed would be pesticide-
free. 

·  Produce would be fresher than 
that found in the supermarket. 

·  There would be less impact on 
the environment from carbon 
emissions necessary to ship the 
food. 

·  It could be fun! 
I propose that those of us who have 
gardens and wish to share the harvest 
would bring the bounty in and leave it 
for friends to admire at coffee hour, and 
then take home for their dinner.  Let’s 
see who has the first radishes, the best 
lettuce and the largest tomato. (There 
will be NO prizes for the largest 
zucchini!)  Let’s feed our neighbors and 
be good stewards of this beautiful place 
that God has given us and we have 
chosen to call “home”. 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There will be another session of the Advance 
Directives workshop on Tuesday, May 29 at 
6pm.  All are welcome, regardless of whether 
you have attended any or all of the other 
sessions.  Questions?  Call Lucy.  453-2610 
 
The church freezer would welcome any 
donations.  There are some small containers in 
the kitchen if you need them. 
 
BRIDGES, the Pastoral Care Committee, is 
hoping that there are some who would be willing 
to visit those who are housebound, on a bi-
weekly or monthly basis, to provide a link 
between the parish and parishioner.  If you are 
interested, or have questions, or are simply 
curious, please call Lucy   453-2610 
 
MOTHERS WITHOUT BORDERS :  For 
Mother’s Day, consider bringing in some or all 
of the following to make newborn kits to send to 
Africa:  baby blankets; gowns size 0-3mos; 
newborn hats; newborn socks; cloth prefolded 
diapers; diaper pins; plastic pants, newborn size.  
All items should be new or gently used (no 
stains or holes).  There will be a collection 
basket in the narthex.  Thank you. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

1 2 
Discernment 
Meeting 7pm 

3 4 
7:30 AA 

5 
 

6 
Service 8am 

10am 
AA 7pm 

7 
 

8 
Choir 7pm 

9 
Discernment 
Meeting 7pm 

10 11 
7:30 AA 

 

12 
 

13 
Service 8am 

10am 
AA 7pm 

14 15 
Choir  7pm 

 

16 
Discernment 
Meeting 7pm 

 

17 18 
7:30 AA 

19 
 

20 
Service  8am 

10am 
Bishop Visits 
Confirmation 

AA 7pm 
 

21 
 

22 
Choir 7pm 
Vestry 7pm 

 
 

23 
Discernment 
Meeting 7pm 

 

24 25 
7:30 AA 

 

26 
 

27 
Service  8am 

10am 
AA 7pm 

 

28 
Memorial Day 

Sale

 

29 
Choir 7pm 

30 
Discernment 
Meeting 7pm 

 

31 
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May 06 Bootsie 
Morris 

 
 

Judy Woods 
& 

Aggie 
Pudvah 

Bob 
Laidman 

Cricket 
Laidman 

Tim Earle  
 

Psalm 145 
Acts 13: 44-52 
Rev.19:1,4-9 

John 13: 31-35 
May 13 

 
Diane 
Merrill 

 
 

Mary 
Cassidy 

& 
Helen 

Vrooman 

Seth Cowan Lenore 
Morse 

Betty Bristol  
 
 
 

Psalm 67 
Acts 14:8-18 

Rev.21:22-22:5 
John 14:23-29 

 
 

May 20 
 

Ann Sevee  Laurie Earle Sarah 
Cowan 

 
 
 

Betty Bristol Nathan 
Merrill 

 
 

Psalm 68:1-20 
Acts 16:16-34, 
Rev.22:12-14 

16-17,20 
John 17:20-26 

 
May 27 

 
Claire Clay  Madelaine 

Calise 
Betty Bristol Greg 

Hamilton 
Carol Knauss  Psalm 33:12-22 

Gen. 11:1-9 
Acts 2:1-11 

John 20:19-23 
 
 

 
!

 


