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JUNE 2007 

 
 
 
TAKING CARE OF THE CHURCH 
 
     When the subject of stewardship comes up in church circles, many of us think that the discussion will 
be about raising money for parish support.  In our minds “stewardship” equals “fund raising.”  But what if 
we thought about this subject in another way?  What if we began by asserting that stewardship is about 
care, about taking care of our lives and the lives of those we love, about taking care of our communities 
and our church, about taking care of the creation.  If we are to believe the witness of the biblical writers, 
we are called to be the guardians and caretakers of  all that God has given us.  God entrusts us with much, 
and hopes that we will be good and faithful in that trust. 
 
     So . . . how can we take good care of our church?  How can we enhance the beauty of our wonderful 
church building, our parish hall, and the rectory?  How can we cherish each member of the congregation?  
How can we invite others to share in the joys that we find at St. Paul’s?  How can we insure that the 
future generations of those who come to worship here will say of us that we were “good and faithful 
stewards” of St. Paul’s? 
 
     Some of us gathered recently to consider these questions.  We have decided to have a parish discussion 
about “taking care of our church” on Sunday, June 24, following the 10:00 am Eucharist.  We hope that 
many of our members and friends will want to join us for the discussion.  Please circle the 24th on your 
calendar and share some of your time with us. 
                                                                                                            William A. Davidson 
 
 
 
BISHOP THOMAS C. ELY  visited St. Paul’s on Sunday, May 20th, to preside at the Eucharist and to 
administer the rite of Confirmation to four of our young people who were prepared to affirm the promises 
that were made for them at their baptisms.  Congratulations and best wishes to Helen Cowan, Isabel 
Kiernan Hamilton, Lillian Doyle Hamilton, and Connor David Merrill who stood bravely before us and 
the Bishop to receive this sacrament.                 



Vestry Minutes Summary 
May 15, 2007 
 
Carol called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., 
and Sarah Cowan stated that three of St. Paul’s 
young people—Nate Merrill and Helen and Seth 
Cowan—participated in the All State Music 
Festival, a wonderful event.  Next, Carol 
recognized Judy Woods.  Judy announced that 
the parish had been offered a free piano that 
would fit next to the organ and be very useful 
for many occasions.  Madelaine will cover the 
moving cost.  The motion to accept the piano, 
subject to moving arrangements, was passed 
unanimously. 
 
The minutes of April 17, 2007 were accepted as 
submitted and vestry members expressed their 
appreciation to Judy Martel for her excellent job 
as acting clerk.  Sarah Cowan presented the 
operating budget report, noting that the CD from 
the Swift Fund was due next week.  She quoted 
current rates for seven month CDs from First 
National Bank in Middlebury and recommended 
the vestry give the treasurer the flexibility to 
reinvest in a CD locally at the highest rate 
available.  The vestry passed a motion to that 
effect.  Further, Sarah suggested the parish wait 
until the new rector arrives to invest otherwise. 
 
The Rev. Davidson reported the following: 1) 
everything is set for the bishop’s visit and the 
confirmation of Helen Cowan, Connor Merrill, 
and Isabelle and Lillian Hamilton; 2) Bill will 
speak with Jon Tierney about a signboard for St. 
Paul’s; 3) Bill met with Madelaine Calise, Mary 
Cassidy, MaryBeth Hamilton, Judy Martel, and 
Diane Merrill regarding stewardship and hopes 
for a committee of about twenty parishioners—
Laurie Earle and Cricket Laidman are also 
interested. 
 
The Rev. Lucy Pellegrini asked and noted the 
following: 1) is the parish interested in tornado 
relief for Kansas; 2) a second meeting for 
advance directives will be held May 30; 3) 
recuperation of Barry Vrooman, Mary Gordon, 
Judy Langeway, Anne Palmer, and Aggie 
Pudvah was reported; 4) Lucy will report on 
local, national, and global agencies for outreach; 

5) Meghan Olsen and Lucy put together 
newborn kits plus $75 for Zambia. 
 
Carol Knauss reported that the parochial report 
had been sent to the diocese.  The vestry agreed 
to accept a new contract with Catamount Copy 
for copies and additional services at an increase 
of $.88 a month.  Madelaine Calise identified 
several questions regarding rectory repairs and 
noted problems.  Tim Earle stated that Judy 
Langeway is investigating costs for a heating 
system, and Madelaine and Claire volunteered to 
work with Judy Langeway regarding 
renovations.  The Rev. Davidson observed that 
the parish cannot sell the rectory without 
permission of the diocese. 
 
Carol stated that Marcy Merryman-Means had 
requested use of the parish hall on June 18, and 
Carol had agreed.  Discussion regarding 
developing a relevant policy followed.  Bootsie 
Morris inquired about current work of the 
Ministry Discernment Committee; Sarah 
responded, noting recent efforts and future 
agenda items.  Carol mentioned the death of 
Pardon Tillinghast, a member of St. Stephen’s 
who often attended St. Paul’s, and said she will 
send a note of condolence on behalf of the 
vestry.  The Rev. Davidson offered the closing 
prayer, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 
p.m. 
 
 

 

“Jesus is found in the distressing guise of the 
poorest of the poor,” Mother Teresa said.  

“What you do for them, you do for Christ.”  
   She held out her hand and touched each 
finger as she repeated, “What you do to Him; 
what you do with Him; what you do for Him.  
Look at the fingers of your hand,” she said, “and 
you’ll always remember that it is Christ whom 
you are touching in the poor....” 
 



 
 
 
 
 

RECTORY REHAB.  
 

 
The stellar work of the MDC will soon be 
coming to fruition and exciting times are ahead 
for St. Paul’s as the interview process for a new 
rector begins within the next month or two. 
 
That’s the good news.   The 
problem we face is giving 
the rectory a facelift so it 
becomes 
accommodation we can be 
proud to offer a new candidate 
should he/she desire to live there. 
 
While the parish has been successful in doing 
major upkeep with the installation of siding and 
a new roof, there is much cosmetic work, 
masonry and rotting wood to be fixed.  Our hope 
is that the majority of the painting and some of 
the carpentry can be done by members of the 
congregation who are willing and able.                   
 
We invite you to tour the rectory after church on 
June 3 to give us your suggestions and input for 
a priority list. Our aim is for the work to be a 
fun, group effort.  To this end we ask for any 
help we can get to make this wonderful house 
into an inviting home. 

 
PLEASE call one of us if you 
would like to help and join us 
on June 3 – WE NEED YOU!  
With thanks. 
 
Madelaine Calise  475-2901 

Judy Langeway (Jr. Warden) 759-2076 
Claire Clay 877-9944 
 

NEW PIANO 
St. Paul’s has been given a small used spinet 
piano for use in the sanctuary. Madelaine Calise 
has offered to have it tuned and once that is 
accomplished Judy W. will be able to use it for 

folk mass and for choir anthems. It fits very 
nicely beside the organ! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEAUTY OF NIGHT 
 

 Closing of day brings beauty of night 
 High in the sky a moon shines bright 
 Restless winds blow tree leaves around 
 Making shadows across the ground. 
 
 God’s creations are hard to compare 
 His beauty of night is so very rare 
 He sends the darkness from above 
 And watches over us with love. 
 
 Let God’s love fill you with delight 
 As you enjoy His beauty of night 
 Feel His peace deep down inside 
 And believe His love will ever abide. 
 

Psb 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
SYMPATHY 

The Parish of St. Paul’s extends its sincere 
condolences to the family and friends of 
Professor Pardon Tillinghast, who passed away 
this past week. 
 

 

THE GARDENS  
In the past we have looked up to admire the 
siding on the rectory, the new paint job on the 
steeple and the window on the front of the 
church. Now it is time to look down---------at 
weedless and mulched flower gardens. Have you 
seen Madelaine Calise working so diligently on 
them? We owe her a huge hand of applause for a 
big job well done. They are so very neat and 
tidy. Thank you, Madelaine!!!! 
 

WE GIVE THANKS 
For the recovery of Barry Vrooman who is now 
the proud owner of a Pace Maker and is doing 
well, for the recovery of Mary Gordon from her 
surgery and who is also doing well, and for 
Anne Palmer who is bruised but not broken.  
 

 
BIRTHDAYS 

 June 02 Suzanne Laidman 
 June 12 Dale Evarts 
 June 19 Sissy Jennings 
 June 24 Gerald Fitzgerald 
 June 25 Robert Raymond 
 June 26 Agnes Pudvah 
 June 27 Margaret Parlour 
 

HOLY DAYS 
June   3  Trinity Sunday 
June 11 St. Barnabas the Apostle 
June 25 The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
June 29 St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles 
 

OTHER DAYS OF NOTE:  June 1 and 2, 
Ember Days; June 9, Columba, Abbott of Iona 
(597); June 22, Alban, First Martyr of Britain 
(306). 
 

BITS AND PIECES 
We had a splendid day for the Bishop’s 
visitation on May 20th--it actually did not rain! 
We celebrated the confirmations of Isabel and 
Lily Hamilton, Connor Merrill and Helen 
Cowan-congratulations to you all, and to your 
families. And there was business to be 
discussed—the work of the Vestry and the MDC 
as we continue our search for a new rector; we 
had a very good conversation with Bishop Ely 
about that subject. Cheers to all who participated 
in any way to make the whole weekend 
successful. 
 
Stewardship is coming to St Paul’s. You’ll be 
hearing about this in the next few weeks, so stay 
tuned. We hope to have a stewardship plan in 
place this summer. 
 
Sumer is icumen in and that means that gardens 
will be blooming. During our all too-short 
summer season, we like to use garden flowers on 
the altar as much as possible, so if you have 
blooms that you can contribute, get in touch with 
Lenore Morse and let her know what you have 
and when you have it. And thank you very very 
much! 

WANDERER RETURNED  
 

And it came back. Our new coffee maker 
decided to come back home.  We were alarmed 
lest it had come to some bad end although we 
did not receive a ransom note. We have made it 
clear to him/her that in the future if it decides to 
roam that it must first alert Carol Knauss or Pat 
Barrows as to where it is going and when we can 
expect it to return. That would cause less worry 
for its safety. 
 



 

 
 
 
There is a renewed sense of energy, urgency and 
interest in making a commitment to a variety of 
projects, both locally and globally.  Last month, 
Judy and Lee Martel wrote about the Food Shelf 
and the Food Bank and how they function.  This 
comes out of their ongoing ministry at the Food 
Shelf at the Vergennes Congregational Church.  
We contribute to it every week, but it is 
important to know where that food goes and 
how the Food Bank is part of the bigger picture. 
 
We are part of that bigger picture as well.  Many 
of us contribute to a variety of charities and 
organizations whose work is world-wide.  I 
encourage you to use the map pins in the little 
basket in the Narthex, and mark the areas that 
your contributions support.  A map full of pins 
will give us a greater sense of our connections to 
our global neighbors. 
 
We are part of that bigger picture.  In June, there 
will be a short survey (it is not a test!), to see 
where the parish has passion for ministry in 
terms of Outreach.  Please take a moment to fill 
them out.  A small group will try to determine 
several areas where we can focus our time and 
talent, not to mention our prayers. 
 
Meanwhile, consider reading Three Cups of Tea, 
or anything by Walter Wink.  There is to be a 
new Habitat for Humanity house in Bristol.  
Consider pounding some nails. Check to see if 
they need more volunteers at the Food Shelf or 
the Library or the Boys and Girls Club.  
Volunteer to be a driver for Bridges or to be part 
of the list of people called to cook for those in 
need or crisis within the parish.  The needs are 
great.  Our gifts are boundless. 
 
Announcements: 
 
4th Sunday Evening Prayer   4pm   Helen Porter 
Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center 
 

Session on Advance Directives:  please come 
Tuesday, May 29 from 6-7pm in the Parish Hall 
to further talk and listen to one another as we 
have further discussions on our choices for care.  
Having completed this document and discussed 
it with your loved ones is a gift for them when 
you can no longer advocate for yourself.  Please 
come, regardless of whether you have attended 
previous discussions.  Questions?  Lucy 453-
2610 
 
Mothers Without Borders:  Thanks to one and 
all who contributed to the newborn kits which 
will be sent to Zambia next week.  We 
assembled 8 kits, had most of 
the needs of 6 
more, 
donated 14 
blankets, and 

contributed $75.00 to 
the Bristol chapter.  Many thanks to Meghan 
Olsen for her help with the production line.  
They will collect again.  Please be on the look 
out for diaper pins and newborn rubber pants as 
those seem to be a rarity in the world of 
disposable diapers.  Thanks to one and all.    
Lucy 

************** 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Johna and Tim helping to move the piano
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

 
 

   1 
7:30 AA 

2 
 

3 
Trinity Sunday 
Service 8:00 am 

10:00 am 
Walk thru rectory 

after 10 am 
service 

AA 7pm 

4 
 

5 
Choir 7pm 

6 
Discernment 
Meeting 7pm 

7 8 
7:30 AA 

 

9 
 

10 
Service 8:00 am 

10:00 am 
AA 7pm 

11 12 
Choir  7pm 

 

13 
Discernment 
Meeting 7pm 

 

14 15 
7:30 AA 

16 
 

17 
Service  8:00 am 

10:00 am 
AA 7pm 

 

18 
 

19 
Choir 7pm 
Vestry 7pm 

 
 

20 
Discernment 
Meeting 7pm 

 

21 22 
7:30 AA 

 

23 
 

24 
Service  8:00 am 

10:00 am 
Stewardship 

discussion after 
10am service 

AA 7pm 
 

25 
 

26 
Choir 7pm 

27 
Discernment 
Meeting 7pm 

 

28 
 

29 
7:30 AA 

30 
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June 03 Carol 
Knauss 

 
 

Diane 
Merrill & 

Claire Clay 

Tim Earle Madelaine              
Calise 

Cricket 
Laidman 

 
 

Psalm 29 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
Rev.4:1-11 

John 16:(5-11) 
12-15 

June 10 
 

Jeanne 
Wisner 

 
 

Sarah & 
Helen 
Cowan 

Nathan 
Merrill 

Seth Cowan Lenore 
Morse 

 
 
 
 

Psalm 30 
1Kings 17: 

17-24 
Gal. 1:11-24 
Luke 7:11-17 

 
June 17 

 
Lenore 
Morse 

  
Cricket                   
&Bob 

Laidman 

Betty Bristol Sarah 
Cowan 

 
 
 

Greg 
Hamilton 

 
 

Psalm 32 
2 Sam.11: 

26-12:10,13-15 
Gal.2:11-221 
Luke 7:36-50 

 
June 24 

 
Mary 

Gordon 
 Kim Hatgen 

& 
Lenore 
Morse 

Carol 
Knauss 

Tim Earle Claire Clay  Psalm 63:1-8 
Zach.12:8-10 

13:1 
Gal.3:23-29 

Luke 9: 18-24 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bishop Ely, Helen Cowan, Connor Merrill, Isabel Hamilton, Lily Hamilton, Fr. Bill Davidson 


