July-August 2007

MONEY AND MEMBERSHIP

Recently members of the parish gathered to consider some ways that npi@tt Relul’s to grow and
flourish in the months and years ahead. All present wanted to see our Church on soundifieéingia
and were ready to invite new folks to join us. Financial support comes from threessauitseand
bequests, fund raising, and pledging. Remembering the Church in one’s will is a gootpanavag to
insure that St. Paul’s will be here for generations to come. Fund raisirg} oloe to support specific
projects such as a new roof for the Rectory or the renovation of the organ. EXjpestthte a healthy
parish is one that meets its normal operating expenses with money pledgetheshers. Pledging a
generous amount to the Church yearly is recommended for every membet, tim tfae surprise of
many, the standard amount that the Episcopal Church suggests for a pledge i©h6%iotome.

More to the point, a tithe of 10% is surely the goal to which we all should aspire.

Inviting new people to join St. Paul’'s requires being on active “look-out” for possihtikdates.
When new folks come to our Church for the first time we need to make them feel welodrkeep in
touch with them from the very beginning. New members will bring new ideas and n@wirdoing
things here. If we are so wed to the idea that we must do things as “they haxelsem done” we will
have little success in incorporating new life into our community of faith. Thetgpat of a parish
brochure (available at the Church entrance) will come in handy when someonalikewhnough our
doors.

It was suggested that we have a group of people that will acts as “wedt@ach Sunday, under the
direction of Albert Devine. Such a group would help us all to keep track of new faces aipobiate
new life into our parish. Also suggested was a group who would assist with thecgagaign for
pledges and keep the subject of “stewardship” before us all year round.

Perhaps the most important point that came out of our consideration of money and menst@ehip i
each of us must be a person of generous spirit, ready to tell others about our parishyaodveladme
new faces and new ideas here at St. Paul's.

William A. Davidson



BAPTISMS
We welcome Jamison Ray Huizenga, Amelia Brynn Coburn and Hayden Allen Jeoningsparish
family. Jamison is the son of Justin and Carla Huizenga and the grandson of Bonniecartduizgnga.
Amelia is the daughter of Solon and Sara Cassidy Coburn and the granddaugtdaer ahd/iBruce
Cassidy. Hayden is the son of Timothy and Jennifer Jennings and the grandson @rsisgysJThey

are all the great-grandchildren of Bill Hanson. They were baptized on July Q8aiuB$ church by the
Rev. William Davidson.

Carla and Jamison Huizenga
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Amelia, Sara and Solon Coburn and Deacdn Lucy



Colin Jennings, Tim, Jennifer and Hayden Jennings, Solon Coburn and Fr. Davidson

The Baptismal Font

Here is born in Spirit-soaked fertility

a brood destined for another City
begotten by God’s blowing
and borne upon this torrent
by the Church their virgin mother.
Reborn in these depths they reach
for heaven’s realm,
the born-but-once unknown by felicity.
This spring is life that floods the world,

the wounds of Christ its awesome source.

Sinner sink beneath the sacred surf
that swallows age and spits up youth.
Sinner here scour sin away down to

innocence,
for they know no enmity who are by
one font, one Spirit, one faith made one.
Sinner shudder not at sin’s kind and
number,
for those born here are holy.

Fifth century inscription
in the Laterin baptistery attributed to Leo the @te

BIRTHDAYS
July 08 Hailey White
July 11 Claude LaBerge
July 14 Casey Huizenga
July 14 Helen Vrooman
July 26 Dee Lareau
July 27 Neil Pudvah
July 28 Reed Brown
July 28 David Price
August 02 Tyler Vincelette
August 03 Cathy Shahan
August 04 Beth McAllister
August 08 Polly Vincelette
August 14 Mary Cassidy
August 14 Marlaine Tierney
August 15 Ben Bristow
August 18 Martha Orvis
August 24 Christopher Cassidy
August 25 Marion Davis
August 26 Clarinda McAllister
August 31 Judi Honeywood



THE CALENDAR OF SAINTS AND HOLY
FOLKS in the Episcopal Church is a wonderful
mix of the old and the new. During the summer,
the feasts of St. Mary Magdalene (July 23),
much in the news of late; William Wilberforce
(July 30), the great abolitionist; Jonathan
Daniels (August 14), American seminarian slain
in the civil rights movement; and William
Porcher DuBose (August 18), African-American
teacher and advocate of social change, join such
familiar saints as Claire, James the Apostle, and
Louis of France in enriching our calendar and
our lives. You will find them listed along with
many others, beginning on page nineteen of the
Book of Common Prayer. Since our General
Convention keeps adding new people to the list,
the newer the Prayer Book, the larger the
number of saints we recognize!

HOLY DAYS

August 6, The Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus
Christ

August 24, St. Bartholomew the Apostle

August 29, The Beheading of Saint John the
Baptist

DAYS OF NOTE: Aug 10, Laurence, Deacon
and Martyr, (258 AD); Aug. 11, Claire, Abbess
at Assisi, (1253 AD); Aug. 13, Jeremy Taylor,
Bishop (1667AD); Aug. 15, The Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary; Aug. 20, Bernard,
Abbot of Clairvaux (1153 AD); Aug. 28,
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo (430AD); Aug. 31,
Aiden, Bishop of Lindisfarne (651 AD).

SOME THANK YOUS : to Lee Martel who has
help research heating systems for the rectory; to
Madelaine and Claire who are spearheading
Rectory Re-hab (volunteers needed to help here!
Info to be available); to the members of the

MDC who are about to head into the next phase
of the search-it will be a lot of time and work, so
keep them in your prayers.

NEWS NOTES: Fr. Bill will undergo a surgical
procedure this month, so please remember him.
Lucy is away on vacation, in Maine; pray that

she has nice weather and a good rest. Remember

our young people, Seth Cowan and Nate Merrill

who will be leaving for college in August and
keep them in your thoughts.

A SPECIAL NOTE OF APPRECIATION to
Nate Merrill, who has served on the vestry for
the past two years. His input in our discussions
has been invaluable. We appreciate his
willingness to serve, and hope that at some time
in the future some parish will find him involved
as he has been here.

CONGRATULATIONS ! To Ashley Cassidy,
who made the Dean’s List at the University of
Vermont. Way to go, Ashley! And
congratulations to her proud parents, Mary and
Bruce.

NOTE FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN

The Vestry has spent several months considering
the replacement of the rectory heating system;
replacement is definitely needed, of that there is
no question. We have spent time looking at
options, getting and studying estimates, and
considering the financing of said work. We have
spent dot of time on the matter. We have finally
made a decision; we have accepted a bid to do
the work, and will finalize a contract and details
in the very near future. We will report back to
you with all the relevant information as soon as
we possibly can. We know that you have been
aware that this discussion has been on-going,
and we appreciate your patience.

We have accepted an offer from an anonymous
parishioner to replace the church ceiling fans
(which are noisy); the offer includes the cost and
installation of new fans. Details for having the
new fans put in will be worked out; we’ll keep
you posted. We thank the donor for this very
generous gift.

A STAR AMONG US
Once again Albert Devine has brought home a
medal in the national table tennis tournament.
Congratulations, Albert. We certainly are proud
of you. It is indeed a great accomplishment.

WE GIVE THANKS
Betty Bristol has been in our prayers for some
length of time, and now we give thanks for her



successful surgery and we are thankful that she
is on her way to recovery. Our very best to you,
Betty.

And more thanks that Marion Davis was not
injured in her recent auto accident even though it
was a frightening experience for her. For that we
are truly grateful.

RUTH ASELTINE is in the ICU at Fletcher
Allen. Our prayers are with her for a speedy and
complete recovery and with Betty as she waits
for good news.

YOUR MINISTRY DISCERNMENT
COMMITTEE is now moving into phase 3 of
the process.

We are awaiting a list of candidates which we
expect to receive after the Diocese does some
initial checking. At this time it looks like this

list will arrive via our consultant sometime
during the week of July 23rd. The committee is
planning on meeting on Wednesday July 25th to
review that list (if it has arrived).

Then our work is cut out for us, and a lot of
work it will be. We will review our candidates
list and decide which ones we would like to
pursue further. Letters will be sent indicating
our interest and requesting more information
from them. We'll conduct a phone interviewing
workshop and decide on what questions we will
use for these interviews.

We'll plan on doing some phone interviews in
teams, and some onsite visits in teams of 2 or 3
MDC people. Some travel is expected and we'll
know better where that will lead us after we
have our list of candidates. This part of the
process will probably take the better part of
August and September to complete.

We'll then decide which candidates we would
like to bring to Vergennes for an MDC
interview. This will probably start sometime in
the late September and into October. Further
logistics will need to be planned in order to
conduct these interviews.

Please continue to pray for our efforts.

DY

100 visits were made to the food shelf in t
month of June, for a total of 296 people, 9
of whom are under 18. Any donation is
appreciated; money is gladly accepted and ar
excess produce from your garden that will keg¢
from Sunday until Tuesday afternoon would bg
most welcome-tomatoes, onions, cucumbers,
potatoes etc.

174

The Neighborhood Pantry Express will be
appearing again at the Congregational Church
on September"8 This is a trailer carrying abouf
6000 pounds of free food. Please pass the wof
to anyone you know who could use a little helj
filling their cupboards.

Thank you for remembering the food shelf ea
Sunday morning.

X J

HUNGER HURTS




Deacon's Corner

Last Sunday, we heard the parable of the Good
Samaritan from the Gospel of Luke. It is among
the best known of the parables, and for that
reason, we may not listen as closely as we
should. Yes, we know all about the Levite and
the priest. They were leaving Jerusalem. They
should have stopped. They didn't. Fastidious or
ritually clean, they avoided the sordid, beaten,
bloodied person on the side of the road.

Those observant religious men would have been
aware of the summary of the Law which
mandated love of neighbor as self. They knew it.
They chose to ignore it. We consider ourselves
to be (usually) observant and practicing
Christians. How often do we choose our
neighbors by weighing who is truly worthy of

our help? When do we look at the persons or the
situation in crisis and determine that “they
brought it on themselves” and are therefore not
worthy of our concern? Does the Bible grant us
the authority to make that kind of judgment?

Beset by ‘compassion fatigue’, we often feel
overwhelmed by the needs of our neighbors
which far exceeds our ability to address them.
We make choices, but we are not called to make
judgments. We cannot right every wrong, but we
can advocate for our neighbors. We can listen to
the stories. We can bandage wounds. We can
pray. We can companion through the dark hours,
for victims sometimes just need to know that
someone does care.

We continue to work toward Outreach
involvement and hope that the Surveys will give
us a sense of what the parish sees as an urgent
need, and who it sees as neighbors. Please help
by returning that blue survey (the one handed
out in church in June), so that our intentions can
become actions. Thank you.

Important Dates

August 11 Mothers without Borders Walk-a-

Thon

August 12 (after 10am service) Advance
Directives

August 19 (after 10am service) Outreach
Meeting

August 20 7pm “Bridges” Training
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Jesus Christ is

always on the side
of the crucified,
and | believe
He changes sides
in the twinkling of an eye.
He is not loyal
to the person,
or even less
to the group;
He is loyal
to suffering.

Petru Dumitriu




August 2007

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Service 8:00 am Discernment 7:30 AA MWB Walk-a-
10:00 am Meeting 7pm Thon
AA 7pm
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Service 8:00 am Discernment 7:30 AA
10:00 am Meeting 7pm
Advance
Directives
AA 7pm
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Service 8:00 am Vestry 7pm Discernment 7:30 AA
10:00 am 7pm Bridges Meeting 7pm
Outreach Meeting Training
AA 7pm
26 27 28 29 30 31
Service 8:00 am Discernment 7:30 AA
10:00 am Meeting 7pm
AA 7pm

NOTE IMPORTANT DATES:
August 11 Mothers without Borders Walk-a-Thon
August 12 (after 10am service) Advance Directives
August 19  (after 10am service) Outreach Meeting
August 20  7pm “Bridges “Training
For further information concerning any of the above meetings see Lucy Pefjani .
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Date
August 5 Jeanne Judy Woods Carol Bob Cricket Psalm 49:1-11
Wisner No SS until Knauss Laidman Laidman Eccl 1:12-14
Sept. 2:18-23
Col.3:12-17
Lukel2::113-21
August 12 Lenore Mary Nathan Seth Cowan Lenore Psalm 33 :
Morse Cassidy Merrill Morse Gen.15:1-6
& Heb.11:1-3
Helen 8-16
Vrooman Luke 12:32-40
August 19 Mary Laurie Earle Carol Madelaine Greg Psalm 82
Gordon Knauss Calise Hamilton Jer.23:23-29
Heb.12:1-7
11-14
Lukel2:49-56
August 26 Bootsie Madelaine | Tim Earle Sarah Claire Clay Psalm 46
Morris Calise Cowan Isai. 28:14-22
Heb.12:18-19
22-29
Lukel3:22-30




